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Chief, ICAPS 19 Harch 1948
Assistent Director for Collection and Dissemination
Bolertific Attaches end Related Problems

Befs. ¢ éag Hemo, DCI, dtd 9 Har 1948, subjs IAC Agends

b) Memo, Aest. Dir., C&D, dtd 26 Sept 1947, to ICAPS, subjs
Appointment of Scientifiec Attaches '

1., This office hss studled the proposals contsined in referemce (a) end
the enclosures thereto.

2, 0OCD has constantly viewed the appointment of seientific attaches as &
pecespary step towards solution of the present difficulties attending the col=
lection of scientific informstion. This cffice, therefore, concurs in the present
effort to secure action on this matter by the Bationsl Becurity Council.

3. The opinions of this office with respect to the establishment of & gysten
of sclentific attaches were stated in OCD memorsndum of 26 September 1947 (reference
{b)). In brief these were that one of the IAC agencies be persusded to esteblish
and meintein sclentific atiaches abroad; thet, 1f necessary, the Cli offer finsncieal
aselstence to encoursge one of the agencies to assume this responeibilify or that,
if no 1AC member agency proves willing to accept the obligation, even with finsncial
aspistence, the CIA esteblish end administer = gystem of scientific stiaches as &
gervice of common concern. These opinions are ro-affirmed with amplificatlione a8
kereinafter expressed. ' :

4 From 3 collection snd dissemination standpoint the most iamportant considers-
tion in the appointment of scientific atteches is that they should serve the legiti-
sste selentific ipterests of all agencies, regardless of the sdministering asgencye.
Should the CIA be obliged to appoint sclentific attaches, this feeture will be
edequately provided for. However, should one of the 1AC egencies undertake the
tagk, it is believed that a clear understending of the interdepsrimental aspects of
the program should be obtained prior to implementation., Specifieally, it is felt
that the coordinating authority of the CIA ghould be adeguately expreseed and that
this muthority should categorically extend to serving collection requeste upon
the sdministering sgency without regard to tne dominant scientific interest, if
suy, of that sgency, Similerly, the CIA should have discretionary powers in the
dissemination of the meientific informstion collected, subject to such special
eontrols ae may be required.

5, Problems in connsction with scientific attaches ecannct be consldered in
detail until an agency has secepted regoongibility for the program. The following
geueral comments, however, sre sede with respect to problems stated in paragraph 2
of the agendat
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s, Thip office is not competent to pegs upon the scientific qualifi-
cations of persons to be attaches, except that they snould be gelected,
among other things, for qualities expected of other field collectors, and

- that they should be competent to sppraise secientific trends other then in
thelr own specialties, - '

b As & practiesl matter the agency sdministering the system should
have a conslderable amount of control over recruitment. However, the
Aifficulty of obiaining coupetent sclentists for government service and the
nécesalty for providing for all selentific interests may indicste that 1t
ie desirable to establish & suitable interdepartmental advisory penel for
the selection of attaches,

¢, Seientific attaches ghould work in the menner prescribed for other
sttaches in field missions under such coordineting ingtructions as now obw
tadn oy are publizked in the future.

ds OCD 15 now completing its Survey of the Intelligepnce Potentisl of
all foreign countries, This survey will indicate, among other things, those
eountrles which are considered hy OI4 end the IA0 sgencies to be most impor-
tant from s sclentifie stsndpoint. f

@, The problem of collecting scientific informetion behind the "Lren
Surtain® is essentially the same as that for sll types of intslligence
informetion. It should be integrated into the over-all planning direeted
st overcoming thic obstecle to collection,

£, In gencrsl, it is belleved that soientific informstion is best
ocllacted by overt meens, and that the prepondersnce of effort should be
put into this medium, Covert collection may have to be resorted o when
1% g determined which sapential elements cannot be had by normel overt
operations,

é, In the forsgoing discussion of scientific atheches, the produciion of
sclentific and tectnicel intelligence has not been directly touched uport, Adumite
tedly, the production of selentific iotelligence has & most dmporient bearing upon
the collection of informatiom, The problems of oategorising selentific endezvor
and ssslgning sppropriste departmsntal responsibilities sre extromely complex et
the present time, It is belleved, nonetheless, thet the sppointment of scientific
stiaches should go forward without awslting resolution of prodiaction problems,

- The situstion surrounding the production of intelligence, however, emphasizes the
need for definite coordinating asuthority being pleced in CIA,

7 OCD has no comments on this subject snd interposes no objections to the
Central Intelligence Directive proposed in regard thereto.
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